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We are pleased to present our February issue of ONE FAMILY IN
MISSION newsletter. We invite you - as part of that FAMILY - to share
articles, best practices and any other items that you believe would benefit
our community of Stewards. Please send them to tzalud@drvc.org.
PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE!

Like Us on Facebook!
Visit us at https://www.stewardshipli.org/

Called to Evangelize
Love God… Love Others…as we Love Ourselves. This is at the heart of Jesus’
teachings. To enable us to live up to this kind of loving, Jesus provides
us, His disciples and members of His Church, marvelous spiritual and temporal
opportuni es to love Him Who loves us ﬁrst. He also provides us with the
ability to love others and ourselves, as well.
Star ng on St. Valen ne’s Day, just three days before Ash Wednesday, and
con nuing through Lent, let’s endeavor to put aside any false humility, and
let’s really love ourselves—in the way Jesus calls us to do.
Some people may ﬁnd it diﬃcult to love the man or woman they see in the
mirror each morning. They are reminded of their past sins, failings and
embarrassments. They may have even been hurt by others, which le a scar
that tells them that they are not worthy of any love. Not from another person,
not from God, and certainly not from themselves.
If we want to be good stewards and love God and neighbor, we need to learn
to love ourselves. This does not mean thinking too highly of ourselves apart
from God, however. We are to be humble and forgiving of those who have
hurt us, and we are to remember of own sinfulness and turn to God in the
sacrament of Confession. But, please remember that God loves you more than
you could ever imagine.
Once you realize how blessed you are to be YOU, you may more easily
remember your calling as a missionary disciple to the world. God loves you and
has called you to do great things. Listen to Him in prayer and sacred reading,
and let Him guide you to be a blessing in someone else’s life.

Stewards of the Month: St. Bernard's
Charitable KIDZ
About ﬁ een years ago, a
parishioner of St. Bernard’s in
Levi own graduated from the
Pastoral Forma on Ins tute of the
Diocese.
He approached Sister
Chris ne Sammons, coordinator of
Parish Social Ministry at St. Bernard’s
about
working
with
the
elderly. During the conversa on,
Sister Chris ne invited him, Ted Blach, to explore the possibility of establishing
a group of teenagers who might work alongside the parish’s Conference of St.
Vincent de Paul. Ted agreed to consider the possibility! The parish invited a
group of high school students to gather and see if they would like to work
together to do community service, which is required for the recep on of
Confirmation and encouraged in the local high schools.
To iden fy themselves, this group of students came up with the name
Charitable KIDZ. Ted and his wife Carol have gathered the KIDZ during the
school year to do community service together, in Levi own and beyond. They
have conducted twice-yearly food drives for their parish food pantry and yearly
children’s coat drives. The KIDZ, and o en their parents along with them, have
joined the Vincen ans in their yearly “Friends of the Poor Walk” to raise
money for the local Conference to share with those in need in their
neighborhood.
One of their most enjoyable events has been hos ng the adults from Catholic
Chari es residences for adults with developmental disabili es. Early on, the
adults came for a cra -making ac vity and dinner near Christmas, but because
the adults had such a busy social life at that me of the year, the event was
moved closer to Thanksgiving, which has worked out well for all!
The KIDZ even had the great fortune of par cipa ng in St. John’s University
program called “Faith and Service in the City,” which is a week-long total
immersion in situa ons of poverty in New York City. This has been a lifechanging experience for them!
Somewhere along the line, the KIDZ learned about the na onwide program
called “The Souper Bowl of Caring,” which is held each Super Bowl
Weekend. The KIDZ use this weekend to collect funds to support a variety of
worthy causes both locally and world-wide! Locally, they have assisted
Bethany House, the I.N.N. (which took them on a tour of the Mary Brennan
Inn,) Hurricane Sandy Relief through Catholic Chari es, and Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal in Wyandanch after their church fire.

The way the Souper Bowl works is that the KIDZ adver se in advance what
their charity for the year will be, and the KIDZ bring soup pots with the Souper
Bowl of Caring logo on them to each of St. Bernard’s Masses. The parishioners
are invited to make a dona on, promise to make a dona on, or promise to
pray for the success of the collec on. On average, they have collected about
$5,000 for each charity.
This Super Bowl weekend, the KIDZ collected dona ons for a local Lutheran
church that suﬀered a ﬁre on Christmas morning. The KIDZ collected for them,
using envelopes they had printed for the occasion that donors can bring to
church.
May God continue to bless these wonderful stewards.
Please pray for Ted, Carol and St. Bernard’s Charitable KIDZ!

Formed Stewardship Content of the Month
Each month, our office suggests
Stewardship
content
from
Formed.org that will help you grow
in the faith! If you are not signed up
with Formed.org, check with your
parish to see if they have a
subscription.
This
month,
we
recommend an audio session titled
"13 Reasons Why You Matter."
Office of Parish Stewardship
(516) 678-5800 ext. 285
May God bless you and your loved ones!

Connect with us



