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Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development 

by Beth Perretta, Catholic Charities 
 

     The events of recent weeks have brought the face 
of suffering and deep pain closer than ever before.  
We mourn for the many who have died and we seek 
to comfort those who have suffered in any way.  In 
addition to the physical and emotional pain that are 
so evident, there is also the pain of shattered 
businesses, broken communities and lost jobs.  
Wherever these situations have occurred, the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development has 
sought to address them.  We will do so with greater 
effort as we journey forward. 
  

     For over thirty years the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development has dedicated itself to 
addressing the systemic nature of poverty and 
injustice.  With the support of the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development community based 
organizations can create jobs, improve 
neighborhoods, provide training for adults and 
enhance education opportunities for children.  The 
collection for the Campaign takes place annually the 
week before Thanksgiving.  This year the collection 
will be taken on November 17th and 18th.   

     In 2000 the diocese funded eight local groups.  
One of the grantees, Postpartum Resource Center of 
New York, Inc. provides free education, emotional 
support, health care and referrals for women 
suffering from postpartum depression.  It is the only 
organization of its kind in our area.  Monies granted 
enabled the organization to expand its services into 
impoverished areas in Nassau and Suffolk. 
 

     The focus for this year’s campaign is, “We can 
face Poverty but only if we do it Together.”  As 
Christians, we are called upon to bear one another’s 
burdens.  Just as we share in the hope and promise 
of the Eucharist, so too the burdens of racism, 
economic inequity and the welfare of our children are 
ours to share and address.  The Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development offers a great “other half” 
opportunity to exercise stewardship by sharing 
the Church’s mission to care for those in need. 

An “Other Half” 
Opportunity 

“We can face Poverty but 
only if we do it Together.” 

We are all changed by what happened during 
recent events in our country. 
 
Parish leaders may wish to use late October’s 
financial stewardship renewal in a special way to 
help people remember the “Other Half” of their 
prayerful and planned gifts for this coming year. 
 
The “Other Half” always includes church-related 
activities/charities like the Bishop’s Appeal, 
special Collections, CCHD, Missions, as well as 
giving to other charities and other organizations. 
 
As our people are devising their “plan” for this 
coming year, perhaps they can be invited to 
consider a “special plan” that would include giving 
to regular charities and organizations who are now 
experiencing a decline in donations and 
investment income, as well as making gifts to 
recovery funds created in the last few weeks.   
 
Sometimes, in our presentation of Financial 
Stewardship Renewal, the “Other Half” gets lost.  
Make sure you include the “Other Half” in your 
renewal presentations! 

...more about the 
“Other Half” 

HERE IT COMES—The Fall Renewal (continued from page 1) 

individuals, and institutions).  Let’s pray for 
all our parishes that are engaging in this 
process of renewal.  May it lead to even 
more of a “change of heart” (conversion!) 
among God’s people! 



     I suspect that your parish, like 
mine, had many new families join 
in the last few years.  Therefore, 
before any of us can help 
with stewardship 
formation, we have to 
adapt our efforts to our 
parish - we have to know 
our parish community.  
The Diocesan Office of 
Parish Stewardship 
provides us with a 
supply of stewardship 
materials which are an 
excellent source of ideas.  
It is up to us to add, 
adapt and change these 
suggestions in order for 
us to help bring about 
meaningful stewardship 
formation in our parish.  To 
elaborate, when we first became a 
stewardship parish four capital 
campaigns had just been 
completed.  Instead of beginning 
with the stewardship of treasure in 
the fall we started with a long 
period emphasizing the spirituality 
of stewardship.  After that we 
followed the normal diocesan 
stewardship calendar for the next 
two years. 
 

1. Can you provide examples of 
changes in the parish liturgy 
that promote and support 
Stewardship? 
 

     The liturgical changes we have 
undertaken are based on how we 
conduct our stewardship calendar.  
For example, we have renewal for 
stewardship of treasure each fall 
but we only have a Time & Talent 
Festival once every four years.  
During the off years, a Ministry 

Recognition Sunday is held.  
Except for a small hospitality 
gathering, this observance is 
entirely liturgically centered.  

From the processional 
to dismissal the focus 
is stewardship of time 
& talent.  
 

     The liturgy begins 
with a procession of 
banners from all our 
ministries, which 
serves as a "guard of 
honor" for the rest of 
the processional.  This 
is followed by the 
welcome, opening 
prayer, liturgy of the 
word and homily all 
emphasizing our 

theme of service.  We do recite a 
litany of ministries, but it has 
been streamlined because we 
have so many to recognize.  I 
have been told that, if nothing 
else, the visual impact of seeing 
so many ministry banners and 
the large amount of people who 
respond to the litany of ministries 

(Continued on page 4) 
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“...the visual 
impact of seeing 
so many ministry 
banners and the 
large amount of 

people who 
respond to the 

litany of 
ministries by 
standing is 
inspiring.” 

     This month’s column for our Q&A series comes from Deacon Anthony Chamberlain, Director of 
Stewardship at Ss. Philip & James in St. James.  As an ordained Deacon, he seeks to provide 
active and sustained efforts in Stewardship participation through liturgical celebrations in the 
parish.  Such celebrations have yielded a rich harvest in the parish community where God is “their 
first priority and to bring their gifts and talents to use doing God’s work.”  Read on as Deacon 
“Tony” shares Ss. Philip & James’ efforts to “bring about meaningful stewardship formation in 
[their] parish” through liturgical opportunities that sustain and nourish the Stewardship effort. 

     Deacon Tony 
was appointed 
Director of 
Stewardship at 
Ss. Philip & 
James in St. 
James in 
September, 
1997.  This 
appointment 
followed 

retirement from Grumman Corp. after 
35 years in various engineering and 
engineering planning positions. A 
graduate of St. Sylvester, LaSalle 
Academy, NYIT and City College, he 
completed his graduate work at L.I 
University.  A member of the Knights 
of Columbus for over 40 years, 
Deacon Tony also supported his 
county through service in the United 
States Navy. That spirit of service 
continued to be expressed in his 
parish community through the Music 
Ministry, RCIA, Religious Education, 
Eucharistic Minister and Lector. 
 

     As Director of Stewardship at St. 
James, Deacon Tony has witnessed 
the parish community “more and 
more become the source of how we 
should live [out] the stewardship life.  
Through their suggestions, we have 
expanded into more ministries and 
areas of need.” A primary goal of 
fostering Stewardship participation 
remains the moment of “awareness 
on the part of all parishioners that 
God should be their first priority and 
to bring their gifts and talents” to 
fruition through an expression of 
service in building God’s Kingdom. 
 

Let’s see how Deacon Tony’s efforts to 
promote and support Stewardship 

through liturgy focuses “on the theme and 
the collaboration of ministries, liturgical 

committees and clergy to get the 
message out!” 
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(Continued from page 3) 
by standing is inspiring.  Even the manner in which 
the collection is gathered is used to form a sense of 
community giving. 
 

     This is one example of liturgical response to 
stewardship.  We have other themes such as Ministry 
Spotlight Sunday and our special Family Liturgy, 
which require liturgical attention. 
 

      Important to any of these celebrations is focus on 
the theme and the collaboration of ministries, 
liturgical committees and clergy to get the message 
out. 
 

2.  Were other “liturgical” opportunities explored 
to sustain and nourish Stewardship? 
 

     Yes, one of the ways used is 
through retreats.  Each year ministries 
go on retreat.  Just what type of retreat 
and where is of their choosing.  Some 
go to local retreat houses and others 
remain on parish grounds.  However, 
just about all groups will have, as a 
minimum, their own facilitator, prayer 
service, meditation and quiet time. 
 

     One ministry, for example, decided on an in house 
retreat held in the quiet setting of our spirituality 
office.  The entire retreat was centered through a 
prayer service which consisted of different segments.  
Each segment addressed, through a question, an 
aspect of growth through stewardship.  All segments 
had four components: the stewardship thought/
question, scripture passage, prayers and reflection 
period.  The retreat was capped by the clergy 
moderator’s message and final blessing.  Some groups 
concluded with a liturgy or, in one case, the rosary 
and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

     Besides retreats, there are evenings of prayer for 
women, men, young married, etc., which are 
coordinated with our Office of Spirituality. 
 

3.  What type of music and instrumentation is 
chosen to support the stewardship effort? 
 

     Three different musical groups exist in the parish 
and all music is coordinated by the Music Director.  
During the times in which stewardship is stressed, we 
draw very heavily on the music suggested in past 
stewardship manuals from the diocese.  I will confer 
with the music director to pick music and to insure 
continuity of theme and liturgical propriety. 
 

     Instrumentation is whatever is complementary 
within each musical group.  One group used a variety 
of instruments through the entire liturgical year.  
Another uses primarily two instruments for most of 
the year, and many instruments during the Triduum 
and Christmas Season. 

PERSONAL VOCATION:  
THE CONTEXT OF THE CHARISMS 
&WAY OF LIFE IN STEWARDSHIP 

By Sheila Mellick 
 

 (This is the first installment of a five-part series we asked 
 Sheila Mellick to write for us.  Sheila is an author, 
 consultant, and lecturer—a Vocation DNA Specialist!  
 She has done tremendous work in researching personal 
 call and vocation as it appears in church documents 
 (encyclicals, pastorals, apostolic exhortations, etc.).  
 Sheila and Robert have been talking for some time about 
 the stewardship connections that are so evident in all 
 those documents.  Their conversations have led to many 
 possibilities, including this five-part series.)  

 
 

     We might ask ourselves: "What is a personal vocation?"  In 
Pastores Dabo Vobis 1 we find a wonderful description: "...where 
each individual can discover the truth of his own being and the 
identity of the personal and unrepeatable life project which the 
Father entrusts to him (or her)." 
 

     To use Mother Teresa as an example, 
within her Missionaries of Charity, state-
in-life Religious vocation, she identified 
her personal vocation as "serving the 
poorest of the poor."  When we hear that 
we are "called by name," it is as Pope 
Paul VI said: "...every life IS a 
vocation" (emphasis mine) and that we must direct ourself "...
toward the destiny intended" for us by our Creator. 
 

     There is a calling then, within the state-in-life vocation, 
which is ours alone in our individual uniqueness as intended for 
each by God from the beginning.  It is in seed or germ form 
when we are born and thus, unfolds with time and needs to be 
discerned.  We each have "our own assignment" or a "proper 
place" in the Body. 
 

     We see this throughout Church teachings: "...each offers a 
totally unique contribution on behalf of the whole Body," or 
that "...each member of the lay faithful should always be fully 
aware of being a member of the church yet entrusted with a 
unique task which cannot be done by another and which is to 
be fulfilled for the good of all" (Christifideles Laici 2). 
 

     So we are talking about the truth of 
our own being, the heart of each 
individual where the Holy Spirit 
abides, and an obedience to one's 
authentic self or what is often referred 
to as the "true self." 
 

     While this unique participation in 
the church's saving work and mission is reason enough for 
being good stewards of it, we are told that "this personal 
vocation and mission defines the dignity and the responsibility 
of each member of the lay faithful" (ChristifideJes Laici). 
 

     Next time we will discuss how to begin discerning the 
personal vocation calling. 
 
1 Pastores Dabo Vobis (Apostolic Exhortation, Pope John Paul II, Mar. 1992) 
2 Christifideles Laici (Apostolic Exhortation, Pope John Paul II, Dec. 1988) 

 

Both of these documents are available on the Vatican website: 
www.vatican.va 

 

“Each 
year 

ministries 
go on 

retreat.” 
“There is a 

calling then...
which is ours 

alone…” 

“So we are 
talking about 

the truth of our 
own being…” 



"THE TWINS" 
 

Submitted by Susanne Giuliani 
St. Pius X, Catechesis Office 

 

Lady Liberty was standing with torch in hand 
               keeping a watchful eye on our glorious land. 
And one day was entrusted with the motherly chore 
               of caring for "The Twins" who stood proudly off shore. 
 

She watched them grow so tall and so strong 
               this sister and brother who could never do wrong. 
Hand in hand they stood climbing straight through the sky 
               as towers of power their existence implied. 
 

Their cousins much smaller in stature it's true 
               these buildings stood by as "The Twins" quickly grew. 
Each level was poured with the sweat of man's hand 
               and quickly "The Twins" became ‘children of the land.’ 
 

Empire State, the father of time, also cared for "The Twins" 
               watching close from behind. 
Both he and Liberty proud guardians they became 
               as "The Twins" played and laughed at the winds & the rain. 
 

Greeting all who came near them and admired their height 
               made them stand even taller with steel as their might. 
While standing close by on her own little isle 
               Mother Liberty glowed, so proud of each child. 
 

"The Twins" were home to many of us it is true 
              we were the blood that flowed through the veins of these two. 
We gave them love as they gave us life 
               safe within their walls so secure in their sight. 
 

But on a day so beautiful, so clear and so real 
               "The Twins" were annihilated through a hateful ordeal. 
How can people exist spreading their cowardice and rage? 
               Is this not the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
 

A thunderous roar barreled out from the blue 
               crashing into one, then the other, O' God Where are you? 
They tried so hard to hold firm to the ground 
               but their bodies caved in, they were gone, not a sound. 
 

An emptiness now stands where “The Twins” stood so high 
               and Liberty sadly stares out at a now empty sky. 
Forever this day will bring tears to our eyes 
               a loss, so intense, it has scarred all our lives. 
 

But a brighter tomorrow is for what we must pray. 
               You see, "The Twins," they would want it no other way. 
 
Susanne worked on Wall Street in the mid 60's and 70's experiencing the creation of 
the World Trade Center in, what you might say, it's "embryo" stage.  This poem is 
dedicated to not only her generation, but all generations.  Thank you Susanne. 
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A Reflection 
- R.C. 

     My wife’s brother, Joe, was an incredible guy—very 
“together,” highly successful, wonderfully humorous, a 
fantastic father, husband, brother and friend.  And, he 
was always around to give solid advice, great hugs and 
kisses, and tremendous love to his family and friends. 
Our six year old daughter looked up to Uncle Jo Jo, 
both because of his tall stature and because of who he 
was.  Joe had just started consulting for a new client at 
the World Trade Center the Friday before that tragic 
Tuesday morning.  Joe is among the missing. 
  

    In my lifetime, I have never experienced the terrible 
events that befell this nation and all of us on the 
morning of September 11th.  I never felt what I began 
to feel that day.  The day’s events and the added fact 
that Joe was missing caused me to even further reflect 
upon the whole situation in light of what I say I believe 
and what I try to teach (my faith). 
  

    To me, this was clearly not God’s will for us, or for 
my brother-in-law Joe.  In fact, I believe it was the exact 
opposite of God’s will.  I haven’t quite figured it all out, 
and I suspect I will never.  But, one thing has been 
abundantly and profoundly clear to me—that is that 
God’s Spirit has been incredibly and dramatically 
outpoured and evident since that fatal morning. 
 

     I think about the multitude of God-given gifts that 
have been shared—by all those who came to be present 
to Joe’s family at their home and the 1000 or so people 
who attended his memorial service; by the police 
officers, the firefighters, the EMS crews, the clergy; all 
rescue and recovery workers; those who have given 
money and goods; those who have come together to 
light candles, to pray, to sing, and to be one; those 
more-than-50 people who held a candlelight vigil 
outside our home in Glen Cove on Sunday evening, 
September 23—many of whom we do not know 
personally.  There is the Holy Spirit.  There are people 
in tune with God’s will. 
 

     My faith challenges me to believe in the Kingdom of 
God, to work towards God’s reign here on earth.  I 
don’t think there has been any other time in my life that 
I have been given the opportunity to see a glimmer of 
what the goodness and wonder of the Kingdom is 
about as I have during the last few weeks.  God’s reign 
isn’t just a vision.  It can happen when we are open to 
the Holy Spirit, when we all unite and share what we 
have been given; when we are at our best, present to 
each other; fully alive and fully human. 
 

     My faith also challenges me to believe that Joe is in a 
better place.  Even though our sorrow is profound - 
we’ve lost a brother and a friend - I really believe he is 
in a better place.  I trust in the promise of Jesus and the 
reality of his redemptive work.  And every day when I 
hear, see or read stories about Ground Zero and all over 
the world, about all the people who are giving of 
themselves, I have evidence that God is here - the 
Kingdom of God is upon us. 
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Giving Thanks 
 

     A big part of being a Christian steward is being thankful for all we have.  Thanksgiving is a special time to give 
thanks to God for being so generous in giving us many gifts.  We give thanks for our home, our families and the 
things around us.  We also give thanks for the many people in our lives that love us, teach us, and keep us safe 
from harm - some of these people we may not even know.  This Thanksgiving, think about all the people who 
dedicate their lives to the service of others.  We can grow as stewards by learning from their example of 
dedication to serving others by using the gifts God gave them. 
 

     Use the clues to fill in the missing letters of the words below to start a list of the people in your life that 
dedicate themselves to the service of others by using the gifts that God has given them.  Add as many people as 
you can think of (you may need more paper!) and then say the special prayer of thanks for those on your list and 
all people that they may recognize their gifts and use them to serve others as good stewards. 

       E                S  
 
F         R                              H         E         S 
 
       O         I         E              O                I  C                S 
 
D                T                S 
 
       R  I         S         S 
 
S                T                S  
 
P                E                S 
 
       E  A                E         S 
 
              B  L         C        O         F                       A         S 
 
 
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                  

 

THE CLUES 

!"

Prayer of Thanks 
 

Generous God, I thank you for all the people 
in my life who are examples of good stewards.  
These people give their lives to serve others 
everyday.  Please bless them and all of us who 
try to live a life of service as your Son, Jesus 
has taught us.  I pray that all will recognize 
your generosity and the gifts you have given 
us in order to serve others and build your 
kingdom here on earth. 

Amen. 



 
 

 

I Didn’t Mean to 
do That! 

 

   You can’t go back in time and erase 
mistakes of the past!   Best you can do 
is avoid repeating them in the future.  
But with Microsoft Word it’s another 

story...Word empowers you to “undo” any of your most 
recent typing and editing actions (as long as you did 
not save them).  Just click Edit on the Menu toolbar 
and choose Undo (or press Ctrl+Z).  You don’t even 
need to know what you did that messed up your 
document; Word remembers it for you and “undoes” it!  
What if you want to go back to what you’ve “undone?”  
Again, click on Edit, but choose Redo this time. 
 

   Now, what if you need to undo the work you’ve been 
doing for the last half hour... (no one would be happy 
doing such a thing) but if it has to be done, you want  
to do it quickly and with little pain!  Use Multiple 
Undo.  To undo several of your most recent actions, 
click the down arrow next to the Standard toolbar’s 
Undo tool,         then select the actions you want to 
undo. 
 

   And remember, once you’ve saved, you can’t undo!   
 

Did you know that if you send me a tip for next issue’s “Two Cents” 
column you will receive a fun Stewardship gift?!  That’s pretty nice!  

Just give us a call!  516-379-4055 or e-mail: 
                                       stewardship@prodigy.net                         - John 

Yours for the askin’! 
We have limited quantities left of: 
# New Stewardship window decals (Spanish and English)  
# New Stewards of God’s Creation poster 
# New Fall Leadership Guide 
 

To order simply call us (516) 379-4055; e-mail your 
request or order online! 

Visit  www.stewardshipli.org/lead.html 
(You may also place your video order for Bishop Murphy’s 

Opening Address from our Fall Stewardship Day!) 
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Fall, 2001 Renewal Timeline 
� 

 Sat./Sun., Oct. 20/21:     Stewardship Awareness Weekend/ 
                                                            Mission Sunday 
 

 Mon., Oct. 22:                 First Parish Mailing 
 

 Sat./Sun., Oct. 27/28:     Annual Report Weekend 
 

 Mon., Oct. 29:                 Second Parish Mailing 
 

 Sat./Sun., Nov. 3/4:        Commitment Weekend 
 

 Sat./Sun., Nov. 10/11:    Follow-Up Weekend 

     The date was September 22, 2001.  
About 300 leadership people from over 
60 parishes in our Diocese came—
many pastors, other clergy, religious 
and lay ministers.  All gathered 
together to pray, to be together, to 
learn, and to share with each other! 
 

     This year’s format and content, with 
the showcases and workshops, was 
praised by most who completed the 
day’s evaluations. 
 

     A wonderful highlight was Bishop 
Murphy’s opening address, which 
helped move our spirit and make us 
feel as one as he talked about our 
nation’s recent tragedy, and then 
elicited our excitement when he went 
on to show his fervor and full support 
for the Parish Stewardship effort.   
 

     Thanks to all who helped make the 
day happen—the workshop presenters, 
showcase facilitators, volunteers, 
Diocesan Stewardship Committee, 
Office Staff, Monsignor Alesandro, and 
especially Bishop Murphy!  And, most 
of all, thanks to all who attended!  
 

A limited supply of videotapes of Bishop 
Murphy’s Opening Address is available from  
our Office—call us at 516-379-4055.   



If not us, who?   If not here, where?   If not now, when?   If not for the Kingdom, why? 

Stewardship 

Stewardship affects all aspects of what we say and do as Church. 

C O N N E C T I O N S 

A Way of Life 

goods, the worthy human 
purposes, which people foster now.  
And after people have done their 
best, God will perfect human 
goods and bring about the final 
fulfillment of persons. 

From “Stewardship:  A Disciple’s Response”  
(A Pastoral Letter on Stewardship 
by  the U.S. Bishops—page 22) 

 

   At the heart of the mission of Jesus 
and the mission of the Church is the 
proclamation of the reign of God.  The 
Christian life is about building God’s 
reign which we can begin to taste and 
see when God’s people, in gratitude 
and love, use and share all good gifts 
that come from God. 
     Jesus’ vision of the reign of God 
was not just a dream, but something 

made tangible and real by his very 
life—his actions, words, and deeds.  
And, Jesus was by far just a visionary.  
He told us that we, too, can help effect 
his vision for God’s reign.  Jesus 
promised us the Holy Spirit—the One 
who provides us with all the gifts we 
need to help build God’s kingdom, 
which will be realized ultimately in the 
life to come. 
     A major task of the community of 
disciples we call Church, then, is to 
help people of faith discern, cultivate, 
and share those God-given gifts.  When 
Christ’s disciples embrace stewardship 
as a way of life, they begin to 
recognize, develop, and share their 
gifts, as well as affirm the gifts present 
in others.  We have much work to do! 

The Steward’s Reward 
   “In Christ, God has entered fully 
into human life and history.  For 
one who is Christ’s disciple there is 
no dichotomy, and surely no 
contradiction, between building the 
kingdom and serving human 
purposes as a steward does.  These 
are aspects of one and the same 
reality—the reality called the 
Christian life. 
     God’s kingdom is not an earthly 
kingdom, subject to decline and 
decay;  it is the everlasting kingdom 
of the life to come.  But that “life 
to come” is in continuity with this 
present life through the human 
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