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R eflecting  on the Widow's 
Mite brings back the 
memory of my visit to the 
victims of Hurricane 

Georges in San Juan de la 
Maguana, the diocesan see of our 
missions in the Dominican 
Republic. 
 

   In the direct aftermath of the 
flood which wiped out not only 

homes but entire 
families a unique 
relationship, which 
exists to this day, 
developed between 
the survivors and 

our mission parishes in El 
Cercado and Hondo Valle.  
Responding to the people's 
number one priority, "We need 
someone to preach the gospel to 
us because our faith is getting 
shaky" each week a parish 
representative arrives at the 
"temporary" barracks bearing the 
Gospel and food to celebrate the 
Liturgy of the Word with the 
community assembled there.  It 
was during such a gathering that 
I shared in the proclamation of 
the Widow's Mite. 

   The sharing by the women was 
so moving.  How well they knew 
that story!  More than one shared 
how easy it is for the poor to 
share their last coins.  They 
realize the few pennies they may 
have will never be enough to buy 
all they need but it will be enough 
to buy a few aspirin to relieve a 
neighbor's headache or to soothe 
a child's pain.  They also know 
that they will receive the same 
kind of loving attention when it is 

needed.  They wondered if it was 
as easy for the rich to share what 
they had… 
 

I  have done much soul-
searching since then and 
know that I have never been 

in a position where I have been 
asked to make such a selfless gift.  
As a religious woman with a vow 
of poverty, no matter how much 
or how little I choose to give I still 
have enough food for more than 
one meal a day!  I have the luxury 

of my own bed and a comfortable 
home with running water (hot 
and cold) and electricity twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a 
week.  No gift I have given has 
ever cost me what every gift of the 
poor costs them.  While my gift 
giving has satisfied my desire to 
do good, I don't believe I have 
experienced the kind of joy that I 
have seen reflected in the faces of 
the poor as they offer the little 
they have to others. 
 

   As I gathered with 
my family this Thanksgiving I 
remembered, too, the meal I 
shared among the 
Ecuadorians high 
in the Andes.  Each 
family brought all 
they had to provide 
for their American 
guests a thanksgiving meal in 
gratitude for all the improvements 
in their lives because of the 
generosity of the American 
Catholic Church.  I watched with 
awe as the men reverently 
received the prepared food from 

the women and set it solemnly on 
the table before us.  The table 
overflowed with cuy (guinea pig), 
rabbit, corn and limas (sweeter 
than our lima beans).  Before 
withdrawing to allow us to feast 
grandly our hosts and hostesses 
beamed with the joy of sharing all 
they had with us. 
 

O ur  brothers and sisters in 
the Missions offer us a 
glimpse of what rewards 

of peace and joy are 
available to those 
who respond 
wholeheartedly to 
the call of the 
gospel to be bearers 
of God's love for one another.  
They teach me anew what 
stewardship discipleship is all 
about.  May I open my hands as 
well as my heart to freely share 
all that I have received from our 
loving God who desires that all 
have life and have it to the 
fullest. 
 

Thank you, Sr. Catherine, for sharing 
this Stewardship Story! 

 

Giving, Thanksgiving and Stewardship 

By Sr. Catherine Kelly, S.S.J., Director, Mission Office, Diocese of Rockville Centre 

“No gift I have given has 
ever cost me what every 
gift of the poor costs 
them.” 

“They wondered if it was 
as easy for the rich to 
share what they had…”  
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Laurie demonstrates the ease in 
which graphics can be customized 
by using today’s technology. 

All Systems Go! came to an end with 
the triumphant flight of a four foot 
remote controlled Stewardship 
blimp piloted by Kevin Wilson!  Just 
another way to get the message of 
Stewardship out!  

Robert starts off the 
workshop telling a bit 
about our Diocese and 
introducing Laurie. 

A happy crowd of over 350 people takes 
notice as the All Systems Go! Stewardship 
blimp flies around the conference ballroom! 

Ann Messina, 
along with other 
members of our 
Diocese, greeted 
and welcomed 
workshop 
attendees while 
handing out 
materials, a gift 
and a smile! 

 

A special thanks to all in attendance from our 
Diocese who shared the gift of hospitality with those 

who attended Laurie’s workshop! 

Here, Laurie meets a new 
friend, Rev. Clyde Harvey from 
the Archdiocese of Port-of-
Spain, Trinidad.  They spoke 
about some of the different 
options available for 
Stewardship data management. 

More People from Our 
Diocese Attended than 

Ever Before! 
 

These are the Stewardship Leaders 
(Coordinators, Directors, Committee 
Members, a Pastor and others) who 
attended this year’s International Catholic 
Stewardship Conference from our Diocese: 
 

Sacred Heart, North Merrick:  
            Fr. Tom Gallagher 
            Sr. Jackie Hughes 
            Sr. Eileen Stephens 
 

St. Joseph, Garden City: 
            Sr. Mary Sullivan 
 

St. Patrick, Bay Shore: 
            Ms. Wendy Wessler 
            Mr. & Mrs. Bill O'Brien 
 

Christ the King, Commack: 
           Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
 

St. Rose of Lima, Massapequa: 
           Sr. Louise Cullen 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Lindenhurst:  
           Ms. Ann Messina 
 

Our Lady of Grace, W. Babylon:  
           Ms. Betty Duffy 
 

St. Mary, East Islip: 
           Mr.  Kevin Wilson 
 

St. Patrick, Smithtown: 
           Ms. Karen Tucci 
 

Parish Stewardship Office: 
           Robert C. and Laurie W. 

Special thanks to Chris Ferraro for taking many of these Conference pictures. 

     This year’s ICSC Conference 
was purposely held during the 
annual meeting of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.  
It was great to be welcomed by 
the U.S. Bishops at an opening 
Mass at the Basilica.  The 
importance of Stewardship in 
the Church was affirmed and 
acknowledged. 
     Not only do the ICS.C 
Conferences have value for us, 
but we get to share what we 
have learned with others from 
around the country and the 
world.  A good example of true 
stewardship in action! 



We continue our series highlighting Parish Stewardship Coordinators/Directors 
this month with Sr. Mary Sullivan, O.P., Stewardship Coordinator at St. Joseph 
Parish, Garden City.  We hope that you are as excited as we are to read about 
these faith-filled stewards who strive to integrate the threads of time, talent and 
resources into the fabric of parish life. 

If you wish to submit questions for our “panel of experts,” please e-mail us at: 
stewardship@prodigy.net 
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    Sister Mary Sullivan is 
Stewardship Coordinator at St. 
Joseph Parish in Garden City.  
As an Amityville Dominican for 
59 years, Sr. Mary has served 
the Church and God’s people 
ministering as an elementary 
school teacher, principal, 
guidance counselor, and director 

and co-administrator of the Dominican Sisters’ 
Motherhouse in Amityville. 
    Sr. Mary’s motto could be “Come and share the 
joy!”  Her efforts to nourish Stewardship provide a 
positive role model in integrating Stewardship 
“threads” of time, talent and treasure into the 
fabric of parish life.  

    Sr. Mary’s “successes” include heightened 
parishioner awareness of their own giftedness and 
a desire to use their gifts through ministry to 
others.  Calling forth new leadership in the parish 
through Stewardship contributes to a concerted 
parish effort to support the poor and needy of St. 
Joseph as well as neighboring parishes and 
promoted a channel of prayerful support for the ill 
and bereaved. 
   Challenges continue to remain, ranging from 
keeping Stewardship awareness activities alive and 
visible in the parish to nurturing and sustaining a 
Stewardship spirituality, which promotes an 
“attitude of gratitude” within a deeper relationship 
with Jesus. 
   Her advice to other Stewardship Coordinators?  
Be joyful, understanding and appreciative in your 
dealings with others; use the Diocesan 
Stewardship Office resources; join a Stewardship 
Support Gathering and attend the semi-annual 
Stewardship Training Day(s). 
 

Read on to see how Sr. Mary views the topic of the month – 
“Stewardship is the thread through the fabric of the life of the 

parish.” 

“Stewardship contributes to a 
concerted parish effort to support the 

poor and needy of St. Joseph 
as well as neighboring parishes…” 

   Webster's Dictionary defines 
“thread” as an essential element 
that holds things together; thread 
is the basic means used to 
connect related things; it is 
material used to mend a hole.  Is 
it any wonder, then, that 
Stewardship has been identified 
in the ad created last Spring as 
the “thread that runs through the 
parish life and mission of our 
Catholic parishes of Long Island?” 

   In our Bishops' Pastoral, “ Stewardship, A Disciple's 
Response,” stewardship is defined as a “relational 
experience between the giver, God, and the receiver, the 
Christian person.  We are God's gifts who have received 
in abundance God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure.” 

   The ad shows the thread carried by the needle which 
penetrates the matter.  For our reflection let us think of 
the needle as “the Word.”  Prayer, contemplation, 
breaking open the Word - all are basic to the 
spirituality of stewardship.  We are challenged by these 
questions: How has God gifted me?  What is God calling 
me to do with my gifts?  Let us explore how God's faith 
filled people of St. Joseph's are striving to make 
Stewardship a way of life; weaving a tapestry of 
spirituality, evangelization and service through 
ministry with the needle and thread of Stewardship. 
   Eucharist is the core of our parish life.  It is our 
weekly, and in many families, our daily source of 
spiritual strength which unites our community in 
loving service to God's people.  As we are nourished by 
Word and Sacrament the threads of Stewardship are 

(Continued on page 5) 

“We are challenged by these questions: 
How has God gifted me?  What is God 

calling me to do with my gifts?” 



(Continued from page 4) 

lengthened and strengthened in ministries which call us to 
live out the spiritual and corporal works of mercy as true 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
   To deepen our prayer life with one another we entered into 
the Renew program - over three hundred parishioners - 
meeting weekly to break open the Scripture and pray the 
Word with one another.  The Mom's Faith Sharing ministry 
brought together the Mothers and their children as they 
prayed to make the Word alive in their lives.  By means of 
prayer and study our parish family members were building 
the spiritual foundation upon which they established the 
multiple church ministries and activities (to date, sixty) 
which have created for us a church community - fully 
human and fully alive. 

   Our service extends to our seniors, to the homebound, to 
the sick and dying, to the bereaved, to the children, to the 
youth and teenagers, to the sacramental ministries, to the 
poor and needy; not only of our own parish, but of 
surrounding communities. 
   The stewardship thread of service lengthens and is 
strengthened as new ministries emerge when our 
parishioners make known their special needs, e.g. Nursing 
Consultant, Public Policy Network, Senior Social Gathering, 
Blood Drive.  With each new ministry comes forth generous 
stewards who are willing to share their time and talents.  
Our financial commitments of treasure have increased as 
our parishioners have “taken-a-step.” 
   At this time of year the stewardship thread of generosity is 
strengthened and lengthened as parishioners prepared, 
donated, transported and helped distribute over three 
hundred Thanksgiving dinner baskets to the needy of our 
diocesan parishes in Hempstead and Roosevelt.  The Advent 
Giving tree is in process of offering our parishioners the 
opportunity to provide warm clothing and toys for needy 
families. 
   The U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral, “ Stewardship: A Disciple's 
Response,” states that “stewardship is relational.”  I believe 
this relationship is the stewardship thread that connects 
God's people of St Joseph's Parish in service to one another, 
the community of Garden City and the extended Church of 
Rockville Centre Diocese. 
   A fabric of love, compassion and generosity has been 
woven by and around the stewards of St Joseph's who "have 
received God's gifts gratefully, cherish and tend them in a 
responsible and accountable manner and share them 
abundantly in justice and love with others.” 
 

Thanks to Sr. Mary for sharing her thoughts with us this month! 
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Grandma’s Cake 
Submitted by Lucia Magalhaes, St. Boniface, Elmont 

 

     A little boy is telling his 
Grandma how "everything" is 
going wrong.  School, family 
problems, severe health 
problems, etc.  Meanwhile, 
Grandma is baking a cake.  She 
asks the child if he would like 
a snack, which of course he 
does. 

 

     "Here.  Have some cooking oil."  "Yuck" says the 
boy. "How about a couple raw eggs?"  "Gross, 
Grandma." 
     "Would you like some flour then?  Or maybe baking 
soda?"  "Grandma, those are all yucky!" 
 

     To which Grandma replies: "Yes, all those things 
seem bad all by themselves.  But when they are put 
together in the right way, they make a wonderfully 
delicious cake!  God works the same way.  Many times 
we wonder why God would let us go through such bad 
and difficult times.  
 

     But God knows that when God puts these things all 
in order, they always work for good!  We just have to 
trust God and, eventually, they will all make 
something wonderful!! 
 

     God is Crazy About You.  If God had a refrigerator, 
your picture would be on it.  If God had a wallet, your 
photo would be in it.  God sends you flowers every 
spring and a sunrise every morning.  Whenever you 
want to talk, God will listen.  God can live anywhere in 
the universe, and God chose your heart. 
 

     What about the Christmas gift God sent you in 
Bethlehem; not to mention that Friday at Calvary? 
Face it, God’s crazy about you.  Every beginning 
comes from some other beginning's end.” 

Author Unknown 

“As we are nourished by Word and Sacrament the 
threads of Stewardship are lengthened and strengthened 

in ministries which call us to live out the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy as true disciples  

of Jesus Christ.” 

A Blessed 
Advent 

to You and 
Your Parish 

Family 
 

May all our hearts be open 
during this season as we wait and 
hope to be transformed by the 

coming of our Lord, 
Jesus, the Christ. 



Designed and produced by the Parish Stewardship Office, Diocese of Rockville Centre, NY                                                                                             (516) 763-6795       L. Whitfield   December, 2000 

It’s the time of year when people will ask you, “What’s your New Year’s resolution?”  One of 
the definitions in the dictionary for resolution is ”the thing that is determined upon; decision 
as to further action.”  This means that your New Year’s resolution is a decision you make to 
take action or to work on something in your life to make it better.  If your New Year’s 
resolution is to be a better steward, how do you do that?  Being a steward means that you 
are thankful for every gift that God has given you (you, your family, friends, pets, school, 
the Earth, the day itself, everything).  You then show your thanks by taking care of and 
sharing those gifts.  This is a big job!  You might want to start this year by listing some of the 
gifts you are thankful for and how you can take action to be a good steward of those gifts. 

List three of the many gifts God has given you. 
Decide what action you will take to be a good steward of those gifts.  

As a reminder of your New Year’s resolution: 
 
1.  Decorate and color Jesus and the box above. 
2.  With help from an adult, cut out the box and the stand. 
3.  Use a glue stick to paste the box and the stand onto cardboard and cut it out again. 
4.  Insert the box into the stand. 
5.  Display your New Year’s resolution in a place where you will see it every day. 

Three gifts I am thankful for: 
 

1.                                                                   
 
2.                                                                  
 
3.                                                                  
 

My New Year’s resolution is to be a good 
steward of these gifts.  I can do that by: 
 

1.                                                                   
 
2.                                                                  
 
3.                                                                  
 

! CUT LINE 



How Stewardship Can 
Foster Evangelization 

 

- The Last in a five part series by John Boucher 
 

Evangelizing Stewardship in Committee 
and Ministry Meetings 
(Continued from Last Month) 

 

Evangelizing stewardship at meetings doesn't 
happen by accident.  It takes careful use of the four 
parts of each and every meeting: 1. Prayer  (5 to 10 
minutes), 2. Study (5 to 10 minutes), 3. Sharing , 
and  4. Business. 
 

Sharing (10 to 15 minutes) starts with 5 minutes 
spent talking in small groups of two or three people 
(or larger) about "What struck you and why?"  
Continued sharing for another 5 or 10 minutes may 
flow quite naturally.  However, it is good to have 
some other sharing questions ready such as: "How 
does this material fit with or challenge your past 
experience?  What memories did it trigger?  What 
feelings arose within you and why?" 
 

Sharing helps us to know each other and to build 
community.  If someone in the group is in pain, we 
listen for a few moments.  Then we reflect back to 
them what is bothering them and how they seem to 
feel about it.  We need to respond to their pain in 
concrete ways.  Leading the small group in form or 
spontaneous prayer for the hurting person will do 
wonders.  Also we can offer to talk further with him 
or her immediately after the meeting, or later by 
phone. 
 

The fourth part of evangelizing committee and 
ministry meetings is of course, the business at hand 
(60-90 minutes): the reports, the finances, the 
programs or whatever problems need to be solved.  
Over time, this part of our meeting will move much 
more smoothly due to the prayer, study and sharing 
that have preceded our deliberations.  Our members 
will grow in unity of heart and purpose.  Jesus 
Christ's presence will more and more penetrate all 
that we do. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks so much to John for helping to make stewardship 
connections with evangelization.  We pray God will bless 

John in his new ministry with Renew International. 

“SAVE Bells Ring, Are Ya Listening...”“SAVE Bells Ring, Are Ya Listening...”“SAVE Bells Ring, Are Ya Listening...”“SAVE Bells Ring, Are Ya Listening...”    
 

When saving a document do you find yourself 
having to click on many different folders to 
get to the one you want?  You can have your 
MS Word default to a folder of your choice. 

 

Here is how you can do it: 
 

• Click Tools – Options – File Locations 
• In the File types list, Click Documents 
• Click Modify 
• Locate and click the folder you want to make the default or 

create a new folder of your choice. 
• Click OK,,,, then Click OK again. 
 

In order for the change to take effect, 
you must close MS Word and re-open it. 

 

Anyone who sends me a tip for next month’s “Two Cents” column will 
receive a fun Stewardship gift! Just give us a call!  
516-763-6795 or e-mail:  stewardship@prodigy.net 
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The Things 
That Are God’s 

"Stewardship means not only giving our 
money but also our time.  It is everything 
from regular attendance to an effort to let 
everybody you meet know how deeply 
you feel in debt to the Church.  It is being 
willing to come and sing and teach and wash dishes 
and serve on committees and then to give the Power of 
God's Spirit a chance to change your life and make you 
what you have never dreamed you could be.  The 
church has always put us first before anything else.  It 
took us in as babies, before it knew who we were, what 
we might be, what we might have.  It called us 
‘children of God’ and received us into its arms; it 
walked besides us in good times and in bad times; was 
a bulwark against the world, the flesh, and the devil.  It 
prays for us when we go astray, welcomes us back as a 
loving mother when we come to ourselves; it is with us 
in sickness, sorrow, and death.  Every other 
organization we join first ascertains who we are, what 
we have, what our social standing is; asks if we will 'fit 
in', what we have to offer, etc.  How different is the 
Church which says, ‘I don't care who you are, what 
your background is, what you have.’  You are a child of 
God and as such I welcome you without reservation; I 
offer you all the privileges and blessings; and I shall 
belong to you and you to me now and forever." 
  
 

"The Things That Are God's," Sermon Delivered at Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church on October 27, 1957 and November 6, 1957 in Montgomery, 
Alabama.  Many thanks to Fr. Ralph Sommer from Renew 2000 for sharing 
this with us by e-mail!  N.B.  January 15 is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

- Anthony  

Earth's crammed with heaven, 
and every common bush afire with God, 
and only those who see take off their shoes. 
The rest sit round it 
and pluck blackberries. 

 

(Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Aurora Leigh, 
VII, 820 adapted) 
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If not us, who?   If not here, where?   If not now, when?   If not for the Kingdom, why? 

Stewardship 

Calendar of Just Some of the Many Events to Connect with in the Diocese 

C O N N E C T I O N S 

A Way of Life 

Dec. 8 – Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception 

 

Dec. 9 – Celebration 2000: A Day of 
Blessings for Persons with Disabilities and 

their Caregivers 
(at St. Frances de Chantal, Wantagh) 

Info: Catechesis  
 

Dec. 25 – CHRISTMAS 
As Stewards, Let us Renew our 
Commitment to Peace on Earth 

 

Dec. 31 – Diocesan Kwanzaa Celebration 
(at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Roosevelt) 

Info: Catholics of African Ancestry 
 

Jan 1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 

Jan 6 – Bishop’s Annual Appeal Opening 
Mass and Reception 

(at St. Elizabeth, Melville) 
Info: Bishop‘s Annual Appeal 

 

Jan 6 – “Journey to Justice” Retreat for 
Young Adults, Late Teens, and 20’s 
(at Our Lady of Grace, West Babylon) 
Info: Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

 

Jan 7 – Closing of the Jubilee Year 
(at St. Agnes Cathedral, Rockville Centre) 

Info: Worship 
 

Jan 13 – Youth Mass  
(at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Roosevelt) 

Info: Catholics of African Ancestry 
 

Jan. 13 – Deanery Convocation  
(at St. Joseph, Lake Ronkonkoma) 

Info: Family Ministry 
 

Jan 14 – “In Pursuit of Justice and Creating 
a Culture of Peace”  

(at St. Elizabeth, Melville) 
Info: Catholics of African Ancestry 

 

Jan 19 – Free the Children Gathering 
(at The Academy of St. Joseph, Brentwood) 

Info: Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

Jan 20 – Cub Scout Day of Recollection 
(at St. Thomas School, W. Hempstead)  

Info: Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
 

Jan. 21-22 – March for Life – Washington 
Info: Family Ministry 

 

Jan. 23 – Practical Resources for Parish 
Outreach 

Info: Catholic Charities (516) 733-7000 
 

Jan. 23 – Feb. 3 – Immersion Experience to 
the Dominican Republic 

Info: Mission Office 
 

Jan. 24, 29; Feb. 5, 7 –  Family Liturgy 
Workshop – Preparing for Lent and the 

Triduum 
Info: Worship 

 
 

All Contact Phone Numbers are 
(516) 678-5800 unless otherwise indicated. 


