
“They just don’t understand!”   
   Have you, being involved 
in Parish leadership, ever 
said this?  Well, people do 
understand!  People like you 
who are working toward 
making Stewardship a way 
of life in their parish. 
   Periodically, parish leaders 
from all over our diocese 
come together to share 
experiences and ideas 
honestly and frankly, get 
feedback, and talk about 
what’s happening in 
Stewardship!  We now have 
three groups from which to choose (see back page for dates).  If one of these groups isn’t 
near you, call us to see how you can start your own group!   
   It’s a great way to meet other leaders like yourself with similar thoughts and visions of 
Stewardship.  Sometimes you just need a helping hand (or ear)!  To attend or start 
your own gathering, call us!  (516) 763-6795 
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“Give thanks 
to the LORD, 
who is good, 
whose love 

endures forever.” 
 

PS 118:1  

♥  

♥  

   In the July issue of our newsletter, you read 
about a new series of ads being placed by our 
Communications Subcommittee of the 
Diocesan Stewardship Committee.  Al 
Chiesa, Chairperson of the subcommittee, has 
done it again!  This ad is running in local 
papers throughout Nassau and Suffolk 
counties concurrently with the Fall Renewal 
period. 
   We are trying to spread the message that 
being a disciple of Jesus doesn’t just happen 
overnight.  It is a life-long journey with many 
steps along the way.  A good “first step” in 
following Christ today, is Stewardship!  
Living a Stewardship way of life calls us to 
be conscious of our role as Christians every 
day.  This takes time, understanding, faith and 
sometimes baby steps! 

Many thanks to Al for the wonderful way he shares the gifts God has given him! 
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   This year the Catholic 
Campaign for Human 
Development celebrates its 
30th year.  On November 
18-19, in all Catholic parishes 
around the country, the 
second collection will be 

taken up for the purpose of funding community groups 
dedicated to eradicating the causes of poverty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   
On Long Island, the Campaign for Human Development 
funds approximately 12 such community groups each year.  
Each group is unique in its focus, but the one theme that 
unites them is the CCHD motto: “Helping people help 
themselves.”  What a great way to 
express stewardship! 
   Times are hard for many people, 
even in this “economic boom.”  
Many families have two incomes 
and still struggle to make ends meet.  
The groups funded by CCHD offer 
many and varied programs and 
activities that foster self-sufficiency.  
These include literacy training, 
computer education, community 
organizing to improve public 
education and housing in low-
income neighborhoods and supportive services for once 
homeless families to enable them to make a fresh start. 
   In this Jubilee Year, and in the spirit of Stewardship, we 
are called to recognize that all that we have is a gift from 
God.  The Campaign for Human Development is one way 
to share our gifts.  As Pope John Paul II stated on the 
occasion of CCHD’s 25th anniversary, he gives “thanks for 
the fruits of justice and solidarity which have taken root in 
communities throughout the United States during the past 
quarter century as a result of the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development.” 
   Please encourage people to include CCHD as part of each 
family’s plan for Financial Stewardship Renewal this 
November 18-19.  If you would like more information 
about the Campaign and about our groups on Long Island, 
please call Connie Loos at Catholic Charities at (516)733-
7054.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Thanks to Connie for sharing this article with “Connections” this month. 

“...thanks for the fruits of justice and 
solidarity which have taken root in 
communities throughout the United 

By Connie Loos, Catholic Charities 

Stewardship and Accountability 
- By R.C. 

 

   Accountability is an important part of the implementation of 
stewardship as a way of life throughout our church.  There are a 
few ways to look at accountability as it relates to our 
understanding of stewardship.  Here are two: 

   Initially, there is the personal accountability we all 
have regarding the way we develop and use the gifts 
our God has given us.  This applies to our 
relationship with God and each other.  Our need to be 
personally accountable is indicated in scripture in 
many parables of Jesus and elsewhere.  As followers 
of Jesus, we have a real responsibility to share what 

we have been given in love and justice with others.  We need to 
live up to the commitments we make as disciples of Jesus.  This 
applies to all of us – clergy and lay – regardless of our vocation 
in life.  The church teaches us that the primary vocation of lay 
people is to use our gifts to bring the message of Jesus in our 
homes (our families and friends), in our workplace, and in the 
communities in which we live.  
   Similarly, our church communities (parishes, 
dioceses, institutions, etc.) have the collective 
responsibility to be accountable for how each 
uses the gifts shared by the members of the 
community.  For instance, a parish needs to 
responsibly use the shared gifts of its people by making wise and 
prudent pastoral decisions.   
   Stewardship spirituality challenges our people to give freely 
and without condition (both financially and in terms of time and 
talent) out of gratitude to a very generous and loving God.  One 
way a parish can exercise accountability is for parish leadership 
to look for excesses in the amount of time people involved in 
parish ministry spend at the parish.  We see in many parishes 
that some people are spread too thin and may be neglecting their 
primary vocation and responsibilities.   
   Likewise, church entities should make it known how they 
develop and use the shared financial gifts of the people 
responsibly in the work of spreading the Gospel.  Church 
institutions are challenged to use these shared financial gifts 
responsibly and to provide an accurate account of how the 
resources are used.  One way to do this that many parishes in our 

diocese utilize is through the use of annual reports.  
They publicize how shared gifts are being used both 
in terms of ministries and finances.  (That’s the 
major reason that we include “Annual Report 
Weekend” in our Financial Stewardship Renewal 
each Fall.)  Annual reports provide one vehicle for 

the parish’s accountability to the people. 
   Stewardship and accountability go hand in hand.  Take the 
time at an upcoming stewardship committee meeting to discuss 
some ways your parish can foster the sense of accountability 
called for as we go about helping to build God’s reign as 
responsible stewards of all God’s gifts. 



 

   We all buy plants and flowers for many reasons; to decorate our yard or church, or 
to raise money for our school, a special charity or our parish.  The next time you are 
ready to make such a purchase, consider Jack’s Dreamhouse! 
 

   How can the simple act of buying plants and flowers be considered Stewardship?  
We have recently received a story from Valerie Shpak, Volunteer Stewardship 
Coordinator and Liturgical Decorator for Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish in 
Patchogue.  Valerie’s experience with Jack’s Dreamhouse is certainly a story of 
Stewardship in Action! 
 

“It is autumn and as I look at the Mum I just purchased from our Youth 
Ministry Sale, I am reflecting on it as a new sign of Stewardship.” 
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PPLANTLANT  SSOMETHINGOMETHING  MMOREORE… 

overall beauty of the plants!  We 
received compliments after every 
Mass.  Father Bob told everyone about 
the plants.  He said this is good 
Stewardship in the responsible use of 
donated money, and every one 

applauded. 
 

   It was after Epiphany and the 
plants were still lovely so we 
donated them to the nursing 
homes and parishioners took 
the remainders home.  The 
plants were not dead, they 
were still lovely.  I have to 
admit I have been decorating 
for years and the flowers always 

looked dead by this time. 
 

   I called Mark and 
complimented him on the 

quality of the plants.  He told me he 
would be growing Mums in the Fall 
and agreed to call me about 
them.  When he called during 
the summer I informed the 
Youth Ministry and they 
were eager to sell plants from 
Jack’s Dreamhouse.  We 
had our Gardening Ministry 
offer to help out and use any 
unsold plants for the Parish 
grounds.  It turns out we did 
not have enough Mums for 
all the Masses!  Next year we 
will double or triple our 
order! 
 

   Mark delivered the Mum Plants 
and asked about the sale, he was told 
all about our Teenage Stewards who 
thought this was a perfect fundraiser 
for their Scholarship fund.  All to 

O ne year ago Mark Rascke, 
from Jack’s Dreamhouse 
stopped by our Rectory with 
a brochure and a poinsettia 

price list.  He told our Pastor, Rev. 
Robert O’Connell, that this is a 
division of the Timothy Hill 
Children’s Ranch in Eastern 
Long Island.  Here young men 
ages 10 to 21 are given a 
structured supervised 
opportunity to learn 
marketable vocational skills by 
working in the greenhouse 
raising plants after school.  
The ranch exists as a second 
chance family to give Long 
Island adolescent boys from 
broken homes and foster care a 
place to heal, grow and envision 
a productive way of life grounded in 
spiritual values.  Does this sound 
familiar? 
 

   Father Bob decided we would give 
them a chance.  I was surprised at the 
competitive prices and personal 
service.  I will admit being skeptical 
over the order as all the monies for 
our plants are donated by parishioners 
in memory of loved ones.  I said this 
and was told they are doing God’s 
work and people would understand 
this multiple use of money.  So now 
this memorial donation will decorate 
the Church during the Celebration 
while it helped out those in need and 
will make others feel closer to the 
community later. 
 

   On delivery day, Christmas Eve, I 
was thrilled at the quality, color and 

“I was 
thrilled at 

the 
quality, 

color and 
overall 

beauty of 
the 

plants!” 

often we all forget how young people 
relate to Stewardship because they are 
behind the scenes.  The more we 
talked while unloading plants the more 
I realized how lucky we were to have 
Youth Ministry teenagers here 
wrapping plants, or helping with a 
mailing or collecting food outside 
supermarkets for our Outreach Pantry.  
I told him they visit Hospitals, 
Nursing homes, help at Religious Ed. 
and Vacation Bible School.  Mark 
reminded me how lucky they were to 
have those opportunities. 
 

   It was wonderful to hear the 
teenagers tell parishioners that young 
men grew the plants as they handed 
out brochures about the Youth 
Ministry activities and those of Jack’s 
Dreamhouse.  Our Pastor announced 
the Mum sale as a responsible act of 

Stewardship as he reminded 
everyone that now all our 
plants will be purchased from 
Jack’s Dreamhouse. 
 

   So I am enjoying the beauty 
of this Mum knowing that no 
one at the Parish of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel will ever 
view our plants as simple eye 
candy or decorations again, 
they are lovely signs of 
Stewardship! 
 

Thanks so much 
Valerie for sharing your story of 

Stewardship in Action!  If you 
would like to reach Mark at 
Jack’s Dreamhouse for more 
information, to order flowers or for 
ideas, please call  (631) 727-2687 ! 

“...no one 
...will ever 

view our plants 
as simple eye 

candy or 
decorations 

again, they are 
lovely signs of 
Stewardship!” 



This month’s installment of our Q & A series comes from Maria Liotta, 
Director of Parish Stewardship at St. Hugh of Lincoln in Huntington Station.   
If you wish to submit questions for our “panel of experts,” please e-mail us at:
                    stewardship@prodigy.net 

                 We do hope you enjoy and find this new series helpful! 
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   Maria Liotta is 
the Director of 
Parish 
Stewardship at 

St. Hugh of Lincoln in Huntington Station.  
Together with Victor, her husband of 38 years, 
she has a son and daughter-in-law with two 
beautiful granddaughters.  She feels blessed! 
 
   Maria graduated from PFI in 1996 and went 
on to receive a certificate for the third year 
ministry track on “Evangelization in the New 
Millennium.”  Over the years she has taught 
second grade Religious Ed, was a supervisor of 
400 volunteers in the Bread of Life Soup 
Kitchen, worked in a mental health clinic and 
was parish secretary at St. Hugh for six years.  
She is also a Eucharistic Minister and lector. 
 
   Upon completion of PFI, Maria was offered the 
position of parish stewardship director in her 
home parish.  Her work involves a great deal of 
listening and 
the delicate 
use of words 
and wisdom.  
She relates 
with 
parishioners 
in all phases of ministry and oversees directly 
the programmatic aspects of the parish’s 
stewardship effort in time, talent and treasure.  
This is especially intense during the two 
Renewal periods in the Spring and Fall. 
 
   Maria is responsible for supervising St. 
Hugh’s secretarial staff, volunteer-recruitment 
and appreciation, the parish database of 
parishioners (both in-house and envelope 
company), and keeping a calendar of events for 

church, chapel and parish center.  Through all 
of this, Maria thrives on the exciting diversity 
present in parish life!  No two days are alike 
and time flies!  
 
   This past year brought an extraordinary 
opportunity to be a Stewardship Mentor to 
seven remarkable men and women.  Gratified 
and energized by 
this experience, it 
has proved to be a 
highlight in 
Stewardship 
adventure and learning.  
 
   But challenges remain!  Being prepared for 
the unexpected is high on Maria’s list as well as 
recognizing that delegation is important to 
insure success.  Employing existing computer 
technology is key in tracking the Stewardship 
effort and its effects.  Over the past three years, 
Maria has seen a change in the parish.  She 
says, “…we have volunteers ranging in age from 
10 years to over 80 years young!  Our weekly 
contributions are over goal; parishioners know 
what we can and do accomplish when we work 
and pray together in unity.  Our ministers 
make a ‘commitment’ when undertaking 
volunteer positions – our parish is alive with 
over 75 ministries – people helping people, 
sharing their gifts; and that our age doesn’t 
matter, but who we are does.” 
 
   Maria believes in her ministry, acknowledges 
the joy of it and extends heartfelt thanks to all 
those who support, educate and encourage her 
on such an exciting journey. 
 
Let’s look at Maria’s answers to these 
questions... 

T h i s  T h i s  T h i s  T h i s  
M o n t h ,M o n t h ,M o n t h ,M o n t h ,     

w e  f e a t u r ew e  f e a t u r ew e  f e a t u r ew e  f e a t u r e     
M a r i a  M a r i a  M a r i a  M a r i a  

L i o t t a !L i o t t a !L i o t t a !L i o t t a !     
    

.  

“...exciting diversity 
present in parish life!  
No two days are alike 
and time flies!” 

“...our age doesn’t 
matter, but who we 
are does.” 



talent and treasure in the parish, in the home, in the workplace 
and in the community.  We help equip people for their positions 
in ministry.  And it begins with the pastor!  This year we began a 
column called ‘Serving the Servants,’ wherein staff members and 
leaders of ministry have the opportunity to write about our many 
parish ministries.  We are always encouraged to stretch and grow 
while contributing to the life of the parish. 
 

   A pastor should be a believer in the discernment process and 
in educating parishioners by offering them adult formation 
classes.  He would believe in the recognition and installation of 
well-trained lay ministers, including ongoing training either 
within the parish or the diocese.  He would be fully aware of the 
importance of the movement toward self-managed teams. 
 

   The pastor of my parish views the stewardship effort as 
essential to the church. 

 
A new church is being born –  

and, it may not be the church we expect or want. 
Leadership is changing. 

It is important to remember we too, need to change. 
We have a mission. 

God’s promise always arrives with surprises… 
It’s our challenge to help equip people 

for their positions in ministry. 
 

The Lord said: 
Forget what happened long ago! 

Don’t think about the past. 
I am creating something new. 
There it is!  Do you see it? 

Isaiah 43:18-19 
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Pastor Participation 
- By Maria Liotta 

Q.  How much is the Pastor involved, 
or should be, in Stewardship? 
 

Q.  What are your feelings on the 
involvement of a pastor in the 
Stewardship effort? 
 

Q.  How does your Pastor view the 
Stewardship effort in the parish? 
 

Let the Spirit change your 
way of thinking ... 

Ephesians 4:23 
 

W hat is in our hands is the 
chance to respond to God’s 
call, preparing people for 

whole life ministry! 
 

   We, including pastors, have been 
given a charge to be active participants 
of Stewardship: to share the vision, to 
support the growth, to expect the 
impossible, and to focus on the 
mission.  It is important to support 
stewardship and actively work to cast a 
vision that calls each of God’s people to 
use for the good of others the special 
gifts she or he has received from God.  
With the help of lay leadership the 
vision is brought to life. 

   With varied attitudes, we might 
suspect that there is great confusion 
about its purpose and value, but I 
believe the pastor’s involvement is not 
only a necessity, but highly effective 
and encouraging.  He must take time to 
meet with his leaders and explore the 
dynamics of each ministry.  The pastor 
builds the foundation — faith, 
commitment and action.  It is 
stewardship by example!  His presence 
and active interest brings about the 
involvement from people who may not 
ordinarily volunteer in ministry. 
 

   In our parish, one of our core values 
is ‘the fostering of parishioner 
participation and partnership through 
stewardship.’  We encourage and invite 
our parishioners to share their time, 

“I believe the pastor’s 
involvement is not only a 
necessity, but highly 
effective and encouraging.” 

 
“Is that your final answer?” 

(Regis Philbin on the television show, “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?”) 
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT: 
“Go sell everything you have and give it to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven.”  
(Jesus in Luke 18:22) 



Evangelizing Stewardship 
in Committee and 
Ministry Meetings 

(Part I) 
- Fourth in a series by John Boucher 
 

   Parish meetings are an opportunity to 
encounter God (be evangelized), to share 
Christ’s good news, to build community and to 
serve (evangelize each other).  Money, buildings, 
and programs are our business only because 
God comes first. 
 

   How can we use our time at ministry and 
committee meetings so that we effectively make 
connections between God and every day life?  
One way is to practice wise stewardship of our 
time together, including four simple parts: 
                   
          1) prayer,       3) faith sharing, and 
          2) study,        4) business. 
 

   The first two parts take place within the first 
20 minutes.  With prayer (5 to 10 minutes), we 
answer Jesus’ call to be aware of God’s presence 
with us.  We need God’s view of ourselves and 
our activities.  Music, a video, a verbal or visual 
meditation, prayer of the heart, spontaneous 
prayer or form prayer followed by listening in 
silence is appropriate. 
 

   The second part of an evangelizing meeting is 
study (5-10 minutes).  We need to evangelize 
our minds, as well as our hearts.  We might 
read a passage of Scripture from next Sunday 
silently or aloud.   A small section from a 
church document, article or book that applies to 
our ministry can also be used instead (such as 
the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letters Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response or Go and Make Disciples: 
National Plan and Strategy for Catholic 
Evangelization).   We follow this with a few 
minutes of an audio/video teaching or a few 
paragraphs that explain the meaning of the 
passage.  Then we talk for 5 minutes with 
someone next to us, answering the question, 
“What struck you and why?”   St. Paul 
encourages us, “Do not conform yourself to this 
age but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and pleasing and 
perfect” (Romans 12:2). 
 

Stay tuned next month for Part II of this article and some final 
thoughts on Evangelization and Stewardship from John. 

STAND OUT FROM THE 
CROWD 

   Have you ever wanted to capitalize each 
letter of a word, sentence, and/or 
paragraph in a Word document, after you 
already typed it?  No need to type it over 

because I have the solution for you!  Why don’t you give 
it a try, you’ll be glad you did!  Here is how you do it: 
 

• Highlight your text 
• Click Format  -  Change Case 
• Select UPPERCASE - Click OK 
 

Now wasn’t that easy?  There are a total of five 
“Change Case” options.  Try ‘em all! 
   You can also Change Case by highlighting your 
text and pressing Shift + F3.  The options are 
slightly more limited this way, but it’s quicker for 
you “keyboarders” out there!  If you don’t see what 
you want press Shift + F3 again (and again…). 

 

Why does no one want gifts?  LOL!  Anyone who sends me a tip 
for next month’s “Two Cents” column will receive a fun, I repeat, 

“FUN” Stewardship gift!  Just give us a call!  
516-763-6795 or e-mail:  stewardship@prodigy.net  - Anthony  
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“An Advocate for 
Stewardship in 
Heaven…”   
    Submitted by Sr. Mary Therese Von Holdt, BVM 
 

Here is an excerpt from a recent Sunday Homily by 
Msgr. Pablo M. Rodriguez, Pastor of Our Lady of 
Loretto in Hempstead. 
 

“This past week this parish of Our Lady of Loretto 
suffered the loss of someone who was for so many 
years such an important part of its life and ministry: 
Sr. Teresa Logue!  As we begin our annual renewal of 
the Stewardship of Treasure, I have no doubt that 
Sister Teresa will walk with us STEP BY STEP in our 
commitment to Stewardship as a Way of Life.  As we 
all know, Stewardship was a ministry very special and 
very close to Sister's heart.  She gave her all to 
Stewardship, and we all know that, if stewardship is 
so successful and is helping so many of our 
parishioners in different ways, it’s due in great part to 
Sister's stewardship and efforts.  She was Christ's 
faithful Steward, and now she is enjoying the reward 
of a faithful steward.  Her life and example should 
encourage us to continue living and practicing 
Stewardship as a Way of Life.” 
 

We will certainly miss our friend in Christ, Sr. Teresa Logue. 
May her soul, and all the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 



   In December we celebrate a very special birthday, Jesus’ Birthday!  Usually when it’s someone’s 
birthday, you give them a gift.  How do we give gifts to Jesus?  How do we know what Jesus 
would want for his birthday?   Well, the best gift we can give to Jesus is to use the gifts God has 
given us to make the world a better place.  As Christian stewards, we should do this everyday, 
not just on December 25th.  This year for Jesus’ birthday, let’s give him the best gift we can by 
sharing our time, talent and possessions lovingly with others! 
   Fill in the spaces below with the ways you will share your time, talent and possessions as a 
way to give Jesus a special birthday gift!  Then, just for fun, color and decorate Jesus’ 
birthday cake!  (Add candles, sprinkles, strawberries, whatever you wish!) 
 

For Jesus’ birthday, I will share my time by                                                                                   
 
For Jesus’ birthday, I will share my talents by                                                                               
 
For Jesus’ birthday, I will share my possessions by                                                                        
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If not us, who?   If not here, where?   If not now, when?   If not for the Kingdom, why? 

Stewardship 

Calendar of Just Some of the Many Events to Connect with in the Diocese 

C O N N E C T I O N S 

A Way of Life 

Nov. 18/19-The Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development 

Fosters Programs that Work Towards 
Peace and Justice 

Show your support for CCHD this 
weekend.  An “Other-Half” Opportunity. 

 
Nov. 29 – Day of Reflection for 
Parish Social Ministry Volunteers 
For more info:  Catholic Charities 

(516 – 733 – 7000) 
 

Nov. 29 to Dec. 2 – National Adult 
Conference on Catholic Youth Ministry 

(Birmingham, Alabama) 
For more info:  Office of Youth & Young 

Adult Ministry (516-678-5800) 
 

Nov. 30 – Stewardship Support 
Gathering – St. Lucy Group 
(at St. Joseph’s, Babylon) 

For more info: Parish Stewardship 
Office 

(516-763-6795) 
 

Dec. 1 – National AIDS 
Awareness Day 

For more info:  Office of Catechesis 
(516-678-5800) 

 
Dec. 1 – Stewardship Support 
Gathering – St. Clare’s Group 
(at St. Ignatius, Hicksville) 

For more info: Parish Stewardship 
Office 

(516-763-6795) 

Dec. 1, 2, or 3; and Dec. 5 or 6 
Around the Table 

– One Family of God - 
A Diocesan Convocation Celebrating 

Cultural Diversity 
For more info: Office of Pastoral 

Formation 
(516-678-5800) 

 
Dec. 8 – Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception & 

Transitional Diaconate Ordinations 
 

Dec. 9 – Celebration 2000: A Day of 
Blessings for Persons with Disabilities 

and their Caregivers  
(at St. Frances de Chantal, Wantagh) 

For more info: Office of Catechesis 
(516-678-5800) 


