First Parish Mailing


(Insert “We are the Hands of Christ” Graphic)




















May 21, 2007





Dear   		,





“We are the Hands of Christ.”  These words, adapted from St. Teresa of Avila, clearly express how we can live out the call from Jesus to be His disciples - to be His hands!  As a parish, we are about to begin the annual stewardship process of thinking about how each of us is called, not only to use our hands, but our whole selves in bringing Christ to others.





God continues to entrust us with the work of Christ as together we strive to build God’s kingdom.  God continues to gift us with the responsibility of sharing our resources and ourselves with our families, in the workplace, at the parish and in the larger community.  Since we are a stewardship parish, we freely embrace the spiritual principles of stewardship that center around our belief in God as the Giver of all good gifts.  As good stewards, we recognize these gifts, develop them, and use and share them in justice with others.  One significant way to share our gifts and put our faith into action – to be Christ’s hands- is through our stewardship of Time and Talent.





I have enclosed a brochure that has been designed to help you think about some of the gifts God has given you.  During the next few days, when you pray, ask our God to help you recognize your giftedness.  Start to evaluate how you use your gifts of time and talent - to be Christ’s hands - in all areas of your life.





Next weekend at all our Masses, we will have our Annual Gifts Celebration where we, as a parish community, celebrate God’s generosity in our lives.  The Feast of Pentecost is a wonderful opportunity to rejoice and reflect on how each of us is using God’s gifts in service to others.





We pray that our God continues to bless and gift you and your family as you move from decision to action, to become good stewards who set out to bring Jesus to others, to become the hands of Christ.





Sincerely yours in Christ,











Pastor							     Stewardship Leader


