Three-Minute Request for Commitment Card Completion

Preliminary Notes:

On Commitment Weekend, it is time for someone to walk the congregation through how to use the Take-A-Step Planning Guide and how to complete the Commitment Card.
It is best if the Pastor (or Associate) do the “walk through” unless he feels too uncomfortable, unwilling, or not particularly gifted in this sort of thing.  

(It is a fact that the priest has a special relationship with the people which aids in the in-pew request for Commitments:  he is known by them, serves them, knows them, spends time with them, baptizes, marries, counsels, reconciles, visits them in the hospital, etc.)

This in-pew request is extremely critical to the success of the entire renewal process.  It needs to be done well.  The track record for parishes here in our Diocese shows that when the Commitments are done in-pew, results are substantially higher (about 200% or more) than if no in-pew Commitments are made.

We know that a very high percentage of those present at Mass on Commitment Weekend who have not already returned a Commitment Card will come without bringing their Card with them from home.  (They’ll forget—despite the letter, bulletin, pulpit announcements, etc.)  So, it’s critical to have adequate supplies of “Take-A-Step” guides present in the pews on Commitment Weekend.

If you do a good in-pew request in church, giving the people ample time to actually fill out the card, about 60% of all the cards that are turned in on Commitment Weekend will come from the pews (not from home).

The completion of the Commitment Card and presentation of it at Mass by the people is meant to be one of the public acts we do as Catholics.  At its best, it is symbolic of the process of reflection on God’s generosity that has gone on in people’s lives.  Some parishes, therefore, choose to ritualize the presentation of the Cards in some fashion other than simply placing them in the collection basket.

See below for an actual sample script for the Three-Minute Request for Commitment Card Completion.  Since the Take-A-Step Planning Guides and Commitment Cards vary greatly, we cannot provide a one-size-fits-all script.  The following is the script for the traditional 4-panel Take-A-Step Planning Guide and Commitment Card.  If you are not using the traditional Guide, appropriately adapt this script to suit the Planning Guide/ Commitment Card you are using as well as the individual personality of your parish and the person who will be presenting it.
Sample Script for Three-Minute Request for Commitment Card Completion

(add your own “personality” and move s-l-o-w-l-y)

     As you know each Spring and Fall, we as a community reflect in gratitude upon the many gifts our generous God has given us and how we can use those gifts at home, at work, in the community and parish to continue Jesus’ mission to build God’s kingdom.  In the Spring, we think about sharing our gifts of Time and Talent and now in the Fall, we think about how generous God has been to us in terms of our material possessions.

     This Fall is a bit different.  Each of us is invited to Belong More Deeply to Jesus and to His Church as we pray, celebrate and commit ourselves once again to Jesus’ mission.  I would like to invite everyone, together with me, to look at the “Take-A-Step” Planning Guide you received in the mail this week.  You can find one in each pew/seat {Speaker holds a folded Guide up in the air.}  If you do not have one, please raise your hand and an usher will bring one to you. {Speaker waits for ushers to provide cards and pencils needed.}  This Guide has been designed to help all of us as stewards plan our giving this coming year to the parish and to other charities.

     The way we do that is to prayerfully reflect on God’s generosity in our lives and what our response in gratitude to that generosity will be.  This response should be conscious, well planned, it should be in proportion to what we have been given and it should reflect our priorities and current living situation.  We are then invited to Take-A-Step.
     I’d like to ask you to think about how you have managed and shared your gift of time, talent and resources over the past year.  Circumstances in your life may have changed and you may consider “Taking a Step,” that is, to move toward belong more deeply to Jesus and His Church.  It may be that when you re-examine your commitment to prayer, participation and sharing financial resources, you need to stay the same or even step back.  No matter what the step is, let your level of commitment reflect your priorities and what you have come to in prayer.  In the case of your financial giving, whatever you have decided to share for the total figure, consider giving half to the parish and the other half to specific charities.

     If you open your Planning Guide {open Guide}, and look at the charts {point}, there are suggestions on how you can take-a-step in your prayer life, your participation in our celebrations and in your financial giving.  For prayer and celebration, these are only suggestions as you may have reflected on other ways to belong more deeply to Christ and our community here.  On the financial chart, you will be able to find your approximate household income to the far left {over here}.  Move straight across to the right on the same line as your approximate income.  There you will find the approximate amount you currently give weekly to the parish in your Sunday envelope.  (It’s possible you may be giving more than the chart indicates.)  Then move straight up to see what percentage this weekly gift represents of your household income.  This is simply a guide to help you create your financial giving plan for this year.

{If there is a compelling reason why a parishioner may want to consider taking a step or if there is a prayer ministry to announce, interject it here, but don’t offer something like the need to increase salaries, or adding to parish reserves or other things that motivate a limited number of people and de-motivate many others.  The focus here is on the people’s response to God’s generosity in their lives.}
     Please fill in the Take-A-Step Commitment Card {point to the Commitment Card} that is attached to the Planning Guide.  When you’re finished, just tear off the card, and place it in the {if applicable: envelope, then place it in the} collection basket in today’s Offering {or indicate whatever ritual has been developed to present the Cards}.  This is not a binding contract; it is just one way of showing our response of gratitude to our generous God.  We will respond to you shortly.  Even if you have already filled out a card in the past, our public renewal and commitment to stewardship is something we do each and every year.  {Please give everyone adequate time to complete the card—filling out the card yourself helps to monitor the time.}
{When it looks as though people are done:}  Our theme this year is “Belong More Deeply.”  {Appropriately elaborate on the theme, perhaps explaining why this particular theme was chosen for your parish.  Consider adding the following.}  As Christian stewards we recognize our giftedness.  We respond to God’s generosity in our lives by sharing our God-given gifts of time, talent, money and possessions individually and as a community, to help realize Jesus’ vision - the vision of God’s kingdom.

     Thank you for your commitment and your support of our parish.  Please place your card into the collection basket with your gift today.  (Father (Pastor) _________) will be responding personally to all commitments made.  
     We pray that, as a parish community we may Belong More Deeply to Jesus and to His church by responding to stewardship as a way of life.
     Once again, thank you for reflecting upon how you have been gifted by God and how you choose to use and share those gifts.  Thank you also for your generous response as a steward of God’s many gifts!

